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The EU Pavilion in the Underground Parking 

 

Dr. Romana Jordan Cizelj in Durban in South Africa as the Rapporteur of 

the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) of the European 

Parliament resolution on climate change is attending the United Nations 

International Climate Conference COP17 in Durban, Republic of South 

Africa.  You are invited to read her daily reports on the proceedings of the 

conference. 

 

Second report of Dr. Romana Jordan Cizelj from COP17. 

 

My first day in Durban has turned to evening. I only dropped off my luggage at 

the hotel and then immediately made my way to the conference venue a few 

miles away. In the company of my parliamentary colleagues I checked the weekly 

schedule and discussed with them the possible outcome of two-track 

negotiations. To refresh your memory let me point out that the negotiations take 

place under the auspices of the United Nations, using a two-track approach. 

Negotiations on the continuation of the Kyoto Protocol, according to which only 

developed countries are required to reduce emissions, proceed along the first 

track. The second track involves the efforts of statesmen to agree on a binding 

action against global warming which would include countries according to the 

principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities". These responsibilities 

are determined in line with the capacity of each country. 

 

So far, the prospects for a favourable outcome of negotiations are not very 

promising. In addition to the EU only Norway and Liechtenstein are prepared to 

continue with the Kyoto Protocol, while Switzerland, Australia and New Zealand 

are very likely to join this group. Japan, Canada and Russia have indicated even 

before the start of the conference in Durban that they were not prepared to 

continue with the Kyoto Protocol. The problem is that the two largest emitters, the 

U.S.A. and China, are not committed to reducing emissions: the U.S.A. did not 

ratify the Protocol and China belongs to a group of developing countries without 

any binding limits regarding emissions reduction. 

 

A similar story repeats itself in the negotiations for a completely new global 

agreement, which would take into account the changes since 1997, when the 

Kyoto Protocol was adopted.  Since that time the economies of some countries 
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grew, thus providing a better life for the people, but also becoming major 

polluters at the global level. At the same time these countries have a greater 

capacity to actively contribute to reducing emissions. 

 

Many believe that a crucial moment for action has come. Indeed, the first stage of 

the Kyoto Protocol will expire at the end of next year and if no agreement can be 

reached by the end of this year, on 31st December 2012 a period of 'vacuum' will 

begin, i.e. a period without a legally binding international instrument on limiting 

global emissions. There would be no instrument in force to serve as a basis in 

the search for new arrangements. That is why many countries are putting 

pressure on the EU to adopt the new commitments and continue with the Kyoto 

Protocol. But this time the Union is no longer willing to adopt unilateral measures. 

EU's 11% of global emissions (or 14%, which includes countries that have 

pledged to join the EU) is a drop in the ocean, or better put, like a tiny planet in 

the ever expanding universe. 

 

This year the EU expects other countries to agree on a timetable for further 

measures. For those who have little experience in diplomatic circles, let me say 

that this opens up a whole new set of discussions on what is meant by 

"timetable" and how it should be defined. From the European perspective it is a 

road that will lead us to a legally binding agreement to limit global emissions, 

which will include (at least) all major economies. The year of the signing of the 

agreement must be given and the proposed date should be no later than 2015. 

Many developing countries agree to such a proposal, while others have 

reservations and among them are, unfortunately, the U.S.A., China and India. In 

case you have been wondering why MEPs attend such conferences, it is now 

time to provide the answer. We are the ones who meet our counterparts from 

other countries to exchange views and arguments and can thus seek out 

common solutions. It is a meeting of the representatives of legislative bodies 

(parliaments) who are empowered at least to some extent to direct the positions 

of "climate" negotiators at the highest ministerial level. This time we shall meet 

with our Japanese, Mexican, Chinese and South African colleagues. 

 

Last year, not much was expected of the negotiations in Cancun, however, the 

organization was excellent, the mood among the participants was good and the 

Cancun agreement yet again restored hope that action will be taken in a timely 

manner. What will happen this year? I must not be too hasty in my judgements. 

Let me just mention, as a point of interest, that the office space of the EU is 

located in an underground parking. The vehicles have been removed and floor 
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runners laid in some places.  Parking spaces have been partitioned off to provide 

office space. The ceiling is lined with huge pipes, which of course belong to an 

underground parking, but we feel like being in a boiler room. Moreover, even 

though the ventilation is running at full blast, there is still a strong stench of tires 

and fuel and of whatever takes place in garages. At today's meeting the 

ventilation in the delegation's premises was so loud that the speaker had to use 

the microphone and the rest of us had to put the earphones on so that we could 

hear each other, even though we all spoke English. 

 

This is my first visit to Africa and from what I have seen on my way from the 

airport to the hotel and then to the conference I must say that I like it. Nature is 

quite beautiful: green rolling hills and multi-coloured flowers. Only time here in the 

south seems different somehow: it passes slower than I am used to. 

 

Dr. Romana Jordan Cizelj 

Slovenian MEP, 

Rapporteur of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) of the EP 

resolution on climate change  

 


