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European Energy Policy and its current challenges 

 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
It is truly an honour to be here in California today and to be among such a wonderful 
international group of welcoming speakers and audience. As your programme notes 
may tell you, I am from Slovenia, the smallest nuclear country in the world, which 
would fit 21 times into California and almost 500 times into the USA. However, I am 
guessing that a main part of the reason to invite me here is that I am a Member of 
the European Parliament and the European Union (EU) has around double the 
population of the USA. We also have a low carbon policy - so that’s around 200 
million people and 1 low carbon policy more than the USA.  
 
Now that may not make us powerful but I hope it makes us significant. 
 
Another reason for inviting me may have something to do with the fact that, before 
politics, I was a nuclear engineer. And you may take the lady out of the NPP but you 
cannot take the NPP out of the lady - so here I am talking about energy in this 
wonderful setting. 
 
Today, I am happy to be able to combine my 2 careers and offer you a brief 
integrated view on how European countries have come to develop: 
 

 The reality of a "Single Energy Market",  

 A vision that we call “Roadmap 2050”, plus 

 A set of policy initiatives in the Energy and Environment sectors aimed at a 
reduction in carbon emissions while maintaining our global competitiveness. 

 
Like good wine, EU energy policy is both old and young. It is defined by legislation, 
but sometimes it is difficult to see what is a direct consequence of that legislation, 
what is the policy and what is simply our vision. May I illustrate by an example? 
 
In the European Union, we have 27 Member States who retain their right of choice 
on their primary energy mix and, therefore, how that mix is traded on the market. So, 
even though the Treaties foresee a high level of coordination in the field of energy, 
energy supply is still mainly driven by each Member State alone. But gradually, 
things are changing. Energy trading and a single electricity market means that the 
energy suppliers are competing with each other and consumers can have a choice. 
We can now see billboards with advertisements of different energy providers all over 
Europe! They all of a sudden started competing among each other. They are 
advertising and guaranteeing the lowest and fixed yearly price to the consumers. 
Real competition has been established in the energy market and this is a 
consequence of EU level legislation - not driven separately by the 27 Member States. 
This market liberalisation is a great development but it did not happen overnight, nor 
is it complete yet. 
 
First, allow me to say a few words about the historical evolution of the European 
energy policy. In fact, the European Union as we know it today, is the product of 
more than 60 years of integration based on the founding treaties, which at the 
beginning aimed especially at cooperation in the energy field with the Coal and Steel 
Community Act, followed closely by the Euratom treaty, which actively encouraged 
the development of nuclear power.  
 
Until relatively recently however, European energy policy was the domain of Member 
State Governments coming together as The European Council to agree multi-topic 
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treaties, which evolved at a slow pace. The European Parliament was then acting 
only as an observer until the Amsterdam treaty of 1997, which extended to the 
European Parliament the right of co-decision in many areas including energy. That 
treaty and the 1972 Oil Crisis combined to add some urgency to act. New 
agreements and some new rules then came into force covering: 
 

 A Programme for diversification of energy supply  

 A set of ten-year energy goals.  

 Agreements that stressed the added value of close coordination among 
Member States in the field of energy policy  

 Guidelines promoting nuclear energy, hydrocarbon and solid fuels as well as 
diversification of supply in Europe 

 The promotion of a more rational use of energy. 
 
As Energy policy developed, it was accompanied by more and more environmental 
initiatives promoting a combination of economic objectives with a responsible 
approach for the future of our planet. 
 
More and more policy makers were coming to the conclusion that energy and climate 
challenge should be tackled at an international level due to their worldwide scale and 
the plain fact that pollution does not respect political borders. I will not go into the 
whole Kyoto process but I am sure you agree with me that economic development 
should not disregard environmental impacts. Responsibility should rest with the 
polluter. Currently the USA has 5% of the world population but is responsible for 25% 
of world CO2 emissions. By comparison, China produces about the same CO2 
emissions as USA but from 20% of the world population, while the European Union 
produces about 14% of global CO2 from less than 10% of the world population. 
My point is not to promote the EU record but more to underline everyone’s 
responsibility for the well being of our planet. 
 
Back to the EU energy market.   
 
My short history of EU energy policy developments leads to the eventual 
establishment of a single energy market with real market-based competition, which is 
so essential for our global competitiveness. This is to be achieved by: 
 

- Ensuring transparency of prices and transit, 
- The cancelation of the exclusive right of entry to the energy market and 
- By increasing the number of companies who can access the networks. 

 
I mentioned earlier that liberalisation of the energy markets was not easy and is not 
yet finished. So let me conclude by outlining what still needs to be done and what 
challenges are faced in completing this journey. By encouraging a balanced mix of 
energy sources; nuclear, renewable and cleaner fossil fuels (and possible  others), 
we are moving towards a more sustainable energy supply but more remains to be 
done.   
 
I believe we have to work towards a sustainable energy policy. It must cover various 
aspects such as: 
 

 The development of technologies for efficient energy usage. 

 Human resources development, giving support to young professionals and 
students in energy-related fields. 

 Freedom of movement regarding employment inside of the European Union.  
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 The modernisation/replacement of the old energy infrastructure.  

 A stable legislative climate to attract investors. 
 
This requires a well-functioning market. Neither additional tax nor subsidy will solve 
the problem of a non-functioning market. What we need now is implementation of 
existing legislation and policies.  
 
The time for talking is over and the time for action is upon us and urgently 
needed. 

 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
The challenges that we are facing in the field of energy and environment are huge.  I 
know I have raised more questions than answers. 
 
We should be ready and happy to cooperate on an international scale. Only this way 
we can address the problems of changing climate, scarcity of resources and the 
demographic challenges, and move towards a newer, cleaner and more efficient 
Europe. With the 27 Member States of EU, all with vastly different economic 
development and energy mix, success lies in working together. The same must apply 
globally. Only by global cooperation can we tackle the challenges of adequate 
energy demand without hastening the evident climate change. 
 
There are very many factors in meeting this challenge. As a researcher, engineer 
and a politician, I would say nuclear energy has a major role to play, alongside other 
low carbon options, as it is the only mature technology capable of supplying the 
major share in electricity supply while adding almost nothing to the emission burden. 
As an energy source it is very competitive without subsidy and, in comparison with 
other primary energy sources, it can be a safer option to take. 
 
 
Of course, there remains the problem of public acceptance and the industry as well 
as politicians must address that. The highest level of safety must apply globally and 
the sometimes irresponsible media exaggerations must be countered with the facts, 
transparency and clarity. 
 
Energy, climate change and also nuclear energy are topics with a strong international 
aspect. This is why I am happy to see you all in such a big number here at the 
regular meeting in the frame of the ICONE-20 Conference. I wish you all many fruitful 
discussions, which will lead towards safer and more secure nuclear energy in the 
years to come. 
 
Dr. Romana Jordan, 
Member of the European parliament from Slovenia 
 


